isit ppic.org.
—Lavinia Spalding

Californians Never Say
Diebold

LOST VOTES, inaccurately tallied numbers and a non-
existent paper trail? No, we’re not reminiscing
about the ’o4 presidential race, although these re-
sults ought to raise some questions about those tal-
| lies, too. After a massive mock election, the state of

sults ofthe survey,
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California has rejected use of Diebold’s T'Sx touch

. screen voting machines due to pervasive mechani-

cal errors.

Replicating a California primary, four dozen San
Joaquin election officials recently spent eight hours
punching votes into the machines—and their re-
sults were less than stellar. Out of 10,000 ballots
cast, paper jams sprang up 10 times and several ma-
chines froze, requiring a full reboot for votmg fo
continue. Secretary of State Bruce McPherson re-
fuses to certify the machines until Diebold extermi-
nates the many bugs plaguing the TSx.

Ohio-based Diebold has 30 days to fix the glitches
and reapply for California’s approval. Rejection of
the T'Sx will hopefully influence election officials
from Mississippi, Utah and Ohio, who are planning
to purchase the Diebold machines, to take a critical
look before investing. Concerned Californians can
keep abreast of the situation at calvoter.org.

—dJessica Ridenour
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